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My year as President is
ending. Thank you for
the opportunity to serve
you (again). It has been a
pleasure and extremely
rewarding! A President is
only as good as the
people with whom s/he
works; therefore, I would
like to give special thanks
to the following people:
● Yolanda Sanchez
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Garcia for her past
service revitalizing the
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1
newsletter and for a very
LETTER
strong year as President
which made my
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presidential year much
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easier!
● Wendy Norton for
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5-7
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ANNUAL MEETING
President-Elect and for
STUDENT BOWL
8
showing great energy for
the role already by
ASCLS-IL AWARDS 9-12
getting new state pins
CHICAGO BRANCH 13-16 made.
● Masih Shokrani and
NORTHWEST
17
Michelle Campbell for
BRANCH
compiling 3 newsletters
ASCLS-IL
18
this year that have been
MEMBERSHIP
informative and
Illustrated the best of our
INFO FOR
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PUBLICATION
Society.

● Kate Bernhardt for
being the best
membership chairperson!
Her eagle eyes caught
problems with the
database distributed by
the national office that
affected our membership
numbers.
● Toula Castillo for
leading the planning of
another successful state
meeting.
● Sarah Coate for
managing the finances of
our society and making
sure we stay on budget.
● Deb Wollenberg for
completing two years of
service as Secretary and
keeping accurate minutes
of our meetings.
● Courtney Lower and
the rest of the student
forum for planning an
activity at the state
meeting for all members
that unfortunately did not
get realized.
● Gilma RoncancioWeemer for consistently
providing the society
“memory” and knowing

the By-Laws and keeping
us in compliance (as
closely as possible!).
● Everyone who is a
member of ASCLS-IL
because without members
we would not have a
society!
I’d like to encourage
everyone to attend
ASCLS in Chicago in
July. As Host Society we
will have a role in making
sure everyone feels
welcome in our home
state. I look forward to
seeing you in Chicago for
the ASCLS meeting and
in Peoria again for our
state meeting. Thank you
again to everyone who
gives even a few minutes
to making ASCLS-IL the
great society it is!!
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QUALITY COUNTS!
Eyeball “Potential” PHI Breach
By: Eleanor Wolfram, MS, QLC

With the well publicized retirement of the Windows XP’s operating system; the Zeus virus stealing bank
information; and most recent alert regarding encryption vulnerabilities by the Heartbleed bug, everyone is on
high alert for cyber crime.
Hacker Alert
In addition to financial institutions, hackers are also tapping into healthcare electronic information as a source
of priceless data. Information technology (IT) experts estimate that 1 successful virus attack can comprise the
health data of as many as 12 million Americans.
One reason a cyber criminal’s job is so easy is that multiple unprotected electronic devices, including but not
limited to smart phones, iPad, iPods, laptops, are accessed by employees at work, in their homes, and when
they are in transit. Vulnerable devices when create a convenient pathway into the networks.
Ongoing Regulatory Reviews
Protecting the confidentiality of a patient’s personal health information (PHI) is one of the core duties of
healthcare providers. When PHI is not protected as a result of intentional (i.e. laidback attitude about
passwords) or unintentional (i.e. hacker attack) activities, trust in the provider-patient relationship is damaged.
In order to keep step with the changing landscape of electronic data transfer, state and federal reviews and
amendments are occurring.
● HIPAA: Breach Notification Requirements
To keep pace with technological advances, there have been ongoing amendments to the original 1996
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) law. The most recent was the United
States Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) changes to the existing privacy, security and
breach notification requirements. These new regulations are often referred to as the “HIPAA Omnibus
Rule” and really target the handling of PHI gaps and leaks.
● Behavioral Health: Special Patient Populations
Alcoholism, drug abuse and mental disorders are some of the illnesses addressed in behavioral health
field. There are numerous state and federal laws protecting the PHI for these special patient
populations. For example for mental disorders, the Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities
Confidential Act. And for alcohol and substance abuse patients, the 42 CFR Part 2 Confidentiality
Act, enacted by U.S. Congress in the 1970s protects the private and personal information for patients
seeking treatment. Although this law was enacted close to 45 years, current discussions around the
law is occurring to ensure integrity expectations continue due to the electronics expansion and the
need for coordination of primary care.
● Children & Adolescents: Unique Access Requirements
In addition to the above mentioned rules and regulations, there are multiple laws and regulations
pertaining to the access of PHI for children and teenagers. These laws focus on the right of entry for
parents and/or guardians, and are recently being revisited due to the technological unauthorized access
of the protected data of minors.
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QUALITY COUNTS,CONT.
4 Tips to Support Compliance
With HIPAA and other federal and state PHI requirements, including the most recent Affordable Care Act
(ACA) expansion to support administrative simplification in electronic data transfers, everyone data protection
radars are on. But you do not need to go back to college to take cyber security courses.
Instead the best tools for offense and defense activities are multiple watchful eyes and ongoing communication
to “assist” your IT department in preventing and treating “potential” PHI breaches. I am hopeful that the
following 4 tips will help:
1. Do You Think An Attack Has Occurred?
Identifying whether or not someone has hacked into your work or personal devices is incredibly
challenging for most non-IT personnel. So, how can you detect if a problem may be lurking around.
Look for these warning signs: Increased device crashes; large transfers of data to unknown destinations;
slow running machines or systems; strange and unsolicited network messages or emails; and visits from
unfamiliar Internet protocol (IP) addresses.
2. Can You Add ‘Just One More’ Agenda Item?
Every laboratory is swamped for time in just handling the day-to-day activities. Staff meetings are
loaded with agenda items. But let me suggest the addition of one more agenda item: “IT Unusual
Occurrences”. Making this topic a formal discussion point will open up the possibility of catching
intentional and unintentional computer activities may lead to a breach. Naturally your IT department is
on alert and is watching, catching and treating attacks via network and malware analysis, but additional
eyes from IT users is another arm of defense. Adding an agenda item, with the simple question of “Has
anyone noticed anything unusual when using the workplace system or personal devices?” couldn’t hurt
to be asked.
3. What If A ‘Suspected’ Breach Is Discovered?
Taking the position to lean on the side of caution and report any unusual activity is wise.” Where there
is smoke, there may be fire.” Many hacking activities that occur does not have to end up a catastrophe is
caught early enough. Planning ahead with your IT personnel and the HIPAA coordinator to determine
the best ways to communicate suspicious activity is paramount.
4. How To Prevent Future Attacks?
The increase use of the Internet and personal devices by health care professionals are on the rise. Be sure
that your personal firewalls, web filtering applications, antivirus and malware software is installed and
updated on an ongoing basis. Many breaches are the result of risky employee behavior, including:
visiting unsafe websites; opening up suspicious email; and clicking unsecured sites.

Conclusion
Let’s face it; while taking the proper precautions can help protect PHI, cyber crime is an ongoing risk.
Hopefully the four tips listed above will help your lab team to be alert and report potential or suspected privacy
and security violations. As health care professionals, we truly know that an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure.
Eleanor Wolfram is a certified QA&C auditor.
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ASCLS PATIENT SAFETY COMMITTEE State Society Request For Action

The ASCLS Patient Safety Committee serves to advance member understanding of the laboratory
professional's role in patient safety, and is dedicated to research, education, and the promotion of best practices
that allow clinical laboratory professionals to deliver laboratory testing and services that are safe, timely,
effective, efficient, equitable, and patient centered. The committee provides tools, resources and educational
materials to improve safety for all patients served.
Did you know that you have free patient safety products right at your fingertips to download and can be
customized with your laboratory's information?
Available Resources, References & Tools:
Patient Safety Tips & Tools: Flyer s and tr i-fold products for your use in providing testing information to
your patients. You are encouraged to customize, print (on two sides), and provide these products to your
patients. Current topics available:
Venipuncture Patient Safety Tips

Glucose Tolerance Patient Safety Tips

Hydrogen Breath Test Patient Safety Tips

Fasting Patient Safety Tips
Additional products will be posted
throughout the year

Personal Pocket Guide
Website quick link:

www.ascls.org/patient-safety/patient-safety-tips-tools/63-patient-safety-2
Patient Safety Resources: Quick access to ppublications, pr ocedur es, ar ticles and websites devoted to
patient safety.
Website quick link:

www.ascls.org/patient-safety/patient-safety-resources/65-patient-safety-resources
If you or your laboratory has utilized our products or resources, we'd love to hear from you.
Tell us your story or comments that your patients have shared!
If you have suggestions for additional products, let us know!
To contact us, visit the ASCLS Patient Safety Committee webpage & click 'contact us link'.

www.ascls.org/patient-safety
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ASCLS-IL SPRING 2014 ANNUAL MEETING (IN PICTURES)
The meeting included educational sessions, Student Bowl Competition,
SBB Workshop and more. It was held April 2 through 4 in Skokie, IL

Dr. Sam Hohman,
Keynote Speaker of
ASCLS-IL Annual
Meeting

Dr. Maribeth Flaws,
President of
ASCLS-IL
(2013-2014)
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ASCLS-IL SPRING 2014 ANNUAL MEETING (IN PICTURES),CONT.
Some of the Organizers of the Events in the Annual Meeting

Pictured above from left to right: Demetra”Toula” Castillo, Alex Vardouniotis ,
Kate Bernhardt, and Donna Weaver

Pictured above:Alex Vardouniotis
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ASCLS-IL SPRING 2014 ANNUAL MEETING (IN PICTURES),CONT.

2014-2015 ASCLS-IL Elected Officers are sworn in:
Pictured above from right: Maribeth Flaws (2013-2014 President of ASCLS-IL); Yolanda Sanchez Garcia
(nominations and elections committee), Wendy Norten (2014-15 President of ASCLS-IL); Sheila Gibbons
(President-Elect 2014-15); Nick Moore (2014-15 Secretary); Kate Bernhardt (2014-15 Member at Large);
Gilma Roncacio-Weemer (2014-15 Executive Secretary and nominations and elections committee); Jynelle
Moyer (2014-15 Student Forum Chair); Steven Brake (2014-15 vice Chair) and Megan Hoots (2014-15
Student Forum, Treasurer). Not pictured is Brittany Wernick (2014015 Student Forum Secretary)
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STUDENT BOWL COMPETITION AT ASCLS-IL
A report by: Sheila Gibbons MLS (ASCP)cm, 2014 Student Bowl Organizer
Student Bowl is a long-standing tradition of the ASCLS-IL State meeting, and was originated by Rosada
Heintz in 1975. Participating in Student Bowl is a fun way for the students to review for the Board of
Certification Exam. It is also a great review for new and experienced laboratory professionals.
The 2014 ASCLS-IL Annual Student Bowl took place on April 2 at the Doubletree Hotel North Shore
Conference Center in Skokie, Illinois. Eight teams competed in the single elimination competition. The teams
represented were “Public Anemia” from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, “Lab Rats” from OSF St.
Francis Medical Center in Peoria, “Trippin Troponins” from Rush University in Chicago, “Kick Acidosis!”
from Elgin Community College, “Smart Assays” from St. John's Hospital in Springfield, “Hungry Hungry
Hipaas” and “Finding Pneumo” from Univeristy of Illinois at Springfield, and “Hemoglobtrotters” from
Northshore University Healthsystem in Evanston. St. John's “Smart Assays” defeated NIU in the final round
to claim the 2014 championship. Program director of St. John's is Gilma Roncancio-Weemer who said “I’m
proud of our team but I’ve always said that the winning team not only has good retention of what they’ve
learned but some luck on their side as well. As one of the moderators I saw a lot of great games so all teams
are to be congratulated!” This is St. John's second win in the past 5 years. They also won in 2010. I would
like to thank all of the volunteers for a successful competition. It takes many hours to organize this event, but
the event would not be possible without the dedicated volunteers. I also would like to thank all of the teams
for competing. All the teams are winners for participating. Great Job!

Pictured above from left to right:Travis VanderMeersch, Kristin Plath, Joe Johnson, team captain Kaleigh
Rich and Student Bowl organizer Sheila Gibbons
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE-ILLINOIS
AWARDS 2013-2014
Thanks to the following members who contributed to ASCLS-IL Activities over the year:
Omicron Sigma is the ASCLS Pr esident's Honor Roll for Outstanding Ser vice. It pr ovides lasting
recognition of those dedicated members who volunteer their personal resources, time and energy to the
ASCLS.
The following ASCLS-IL members were nominated by the ASCLS President:
Yolanda Sanchez
Courtney Lower
Maribeth Flaws
Gilma Roncancio-Weemer
Paula Garrott
The following ASCLS-IL members were nominated by the ASCLS-IL President:
Demetra Castillo
Masih Shokrani
Michelle Campbell
Kate Bernhardt
Wendy Norton
Sarah Coate
Branch Recognition Awards ar e given to ASCLS-IL members who worked to forward activities in the
branch.
Northwest Branch Member Recognition Award Recipients:
Sheila Gibbons
Nancy Knight
Kurt Marten
Masih Shokrani
Michelle Campbell
Central Branch Member Recognition Award Recipients:
Anh Strow
Carol Becker
Shawn Berberich
Katie Troxell
Wendy Norton
Springfield-Southern Branch Member Recognition Award Recipients:
Robbin Killam
Courtney Lower
Gilma Roncancio-Weemer
Cheryl Ulrich
Paula Garrott
Markie Barton
Linda McCown
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE-ILLINOIS
AWARDS 2013-2014, CONT.
Chicago Branch Member Recognition Award Recipients:
Toula Castillo
Alex Vardouniotis
Amy Liu
Nicole Adams
Erik Anderson
Hilda Salgado
LaDonna Moreland-Pearson
Nicholas Moore
Rebecca Gayeski
Cory Knickerbocker
Mateusz Gornisiewicz
Cheryl Hanson
Yolanda Garcia
Ashley Goodman
Shelly Bair
Kimberley Fish
Kate Bernhardt

Keys to the Future

Michelle Campbell
Courtney Lower
Kurt Marten

Student Member of the Year
Michelle Campbell
Courtney Lower

President’s Award

Demetra Castillo
Wendy Norton

Educator of the Year

Yolanda Sanchez Garcia

Member of the Year
Masih Shokrani
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ASCLS-IL ANNUAL MEETING AWARDS,CONT.

Demetra Castillo, recipient of 2013-2014 President’s Award

Wendy Norten, recipient of 2013-2014 President’s Award
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ASCLS-IL ANNUAL MEETING AWARDS,CONT.

Yolanda Sanchez Garcia, recipient of 2013-2014
Educator of the Year Award

Masih Shokrani, recipient of 2013-2014
Member of the Year Award

Pictured above on the left, Gilma Roncancio-Weemer, Program
Director of St. John's with the Student Bowl Competition
winners
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ASCLS-IL CHICAGO BRANCH NEWS
A Report By: Kate Bernhardt, 2013-2014 Chicago Branch
In March, members of the Chicago Branch hosted a “Provide the Face of the Laboratory” event at the Chicago
Wolves vs. Rockford Icehogs hockey game. This event was well attended by approximately 30 people.
Medical laboratory science students, professionals, educators, and friends and family came out to experience a
fun night of hockey and to support their local ASCLS branch. It was a great opportunity to catch up and
network with laboratory friends in an informal setting. The Chicago Wolves won the game, and what is a
hockey game without a couple fights? At least there were plenty of laboratory professionals in the stands if
things got too out of hand! It proved to be an interesting game, especially for those who had never before
attended a hockey game. Our group enjoyed themselves and even received recognition at the game, as
“Chicago Society for Clinical Laboratory Science” was posted on Allstate Arena’s screen.
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ASCLS-IL CHICAGO BRANCH,CONT.
At the Chicago Wolves vs. Rockford Icehogs Hockey Game
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ASCLS-IL CHICAGO BRANCH,CONT.
The members of CSCLS were once again invited to participate in the 7th annual Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics Expo hosted by Fermi Lab in Batavia, IL. The members of CSCLS along with
the ASCLS-IL Career Recruitment Committee members Yolanda S. Garcia and Becky Gayeski, fielded
questions from many area high school students interested in careers in Science. Current students of the Rush
University Medical Laboratory Science program participated in the event and did a great job of sharing their
love of the field with the attendees. They planned a great display, which included two microscopes which
showed a blood smear and another showed a gram stain. They also brought with them a computer monitor that
was hooked up to a laptop with digital microscopy slides. This along with handouts that discussed the
profession generated a lot questions and traffic to our table. Yolanda also agreed to participate on a panel
discussion along with other speakers from the area. Many attendees were interested in learning more about
Medical Laboratory Science as a profession, and were happy to learn about a profession and career
opportunity they were not aware existed.

Pictured above from left to right: Ashley Goodman, Mateusz Gornisiewicz, Kim Fish, Norah McAvoy,
Robyn Hund, Pamela Roberts, and Thomas Nichols, all Rush MLS students who par ticipated in this
event. Not pictured are Becky Gayeski and Yolanda S. Garcia
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ASCLS-IL CHICAGO BRANCH,CONT.

Pictured above from left to right: Kim Fish, Cory Knickerbocker, Ashley Goodman, Mateusz
Gornisiewicz, Norah McAvoy, Robyn Hund, Pamela Roberts, and Thomas Nichols.
Thank you to these students for their hard work on this display and the time they put in to answering
questions and talking about the profession!
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ASCLS-IL NORTHWEST BRANCH NEWS
A Report By: Masih Shokrani, Northwest Branch President
ASCLS –IL Northwest Branch had another event this year on Thursday May 1 at OSF Saint Anthony Medical
Center in Rockford. Jules Zinni, clinical laboratory scientist who is also certified in molecular biology, and
works in the blood bank lab of at the Northwestern Memorial Hospital, was the invited speaker of the event.
The title of his presentation was “Insight Into Predicted Erythrocyte Phenotyping.”
The objectives of the the presentation were on the methodology, the current and future applications of
Predicted Erythrocyte Phenotyping. In his presentation, Jules Zinni discussed methods currently practiced in
blood bank at Northwestern Memorial Hospital. He discussed the methodology “elongation-mediated
multiplexed analysis of polymorphism” which is used for the Predicted Erythrocyte Phenotyping. Next, Jules
Zinni demonstrated various steps that are used in this novel method of testing. He mentioned that this
methodology is currently research use only, but should be approved by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) in June 2014. Examples of phenotype reports, workflow, population selection, and documentation
were shown. At the end of his presentation, Jules Zinni discussed several case studies related to this method
and how this novel testing compared to the currently used methods. Also, benefits and limitations of this
novel methodology were shown. He concluded his presentation by discussing future applications of the new
methodology. After his presentation, Jules Zinni answered questions that attendees had in regard to the topic.
The presentation was well received by the audience.
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ASCLS– IL & MEMBERSHIP

Lapel pins are available. Please contact your ASCLS-IL Branch President.
Information on how to renew membership:
It may be time to renew your ASCLS membership!
Here’s how to check the status of your membership if you are not sure.
1.
Go to the website www.ascls.org and log in. If you need help, contact ascls@ascls.org or
call 571-748-3770.
2.
Click on My Account.
3.
In the menu on the left side of the screen, click on My Membership Card.
4.
The date on the card shows your current membership
Have additional questions about ASCLS-IL? Email your questions to the ASCLS-IL Board of Directors:
ASCLS.IL.Information@gmail.com or contact Branch Presidents.
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AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR CLINICAL
LABORATORY

ASCLS-IL is an affiliate society of the American Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science (ASCLS) and one of five states in ASCLS Region VI,
which also includes Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.
ASCLS serves as the voice of all clinical laboratory professionals, creating a
vision for the advancement of the clinical laboratory practice field, and
advocating the value and the role of the profession ensuring safe, effective,
efficient, equitable, and patient centered health care.









We’re on the web!
www.asclsil.com

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/ASCLS.IL

Promoting the value of the profession to healthcare and the public
Uniting the profession to speak with one voice
Advocating on behalf of the profession
Promoting professional independence
Enhancing quality standards and patient safety
Ensuring workplace safety
Providing professional development opportunities
Promoting expanded roles and contributions of clinical laboratory
professionals to the
healthcare team
 Increasing the diversity in the profession and expanding the voice and
role of under represented individuals and groups
Are you interested in becoming more involved in ASCLS-IL?
We are always looking for help and volunteers!

Are you an educator?
We are looking help for creating new student bowl questions!
Are you a great party planner?
We could use your help in planning the 2013 ASCLS-IL Annual Meeting!
Do you love talking to and meeting new people?
We could use your help in recruiting members to the association and
promoting the profession!
Are you a writer?

We are always interested in articles for the newsletter!
For any and all of the above, please feel free to contact the organization at:
ASCLS.IL.Information@gmail.com
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